10                        CABINET MISSION IK INDIA
princic'es for which the war was being fought. The Congress
declared that a free India assured the success of the cause for
which the Allies worked. It could throw al! its resources
into the struggle for freedom, and against the aggression of
Nazism, tascism and Japanese militarism.
Sir SiafFord Cripps carr.e to India in March, 1942, to put
before the people the scheme of the British War Cabinet. It
was jus: the time when from Burma came numerous refugees
to India occupying various roads in their inward trek. They
walked hundreds of miles across mountains and through
dense forest*, surrounded by enemies. There was distress and
disesce, and a tale of trials and tribulations was told by those
who arrived in this country. The proposals were described by
the Indian leaders as dealing with the future. There was a final
clause in the proposals which vaguely invited co-operation in
the present. The proposals hinged mainly on the partition
Issue. The social and economic problems of India had
reached a crisis, chiefly because of the policy of the British
Government, which necessitated rapid and all-round progress
if the gravest of disasters have to be averted. There was also
the States' problem. Mahatma Gandhi had repeatedly de-
clared that he was no enemy of the Princes- From the very
beginning his attitude nad been a friendly one towards them.
But the British Government controlled the whole machinery
of administration in the States through its Residents.
The Congress had its passion for Indian unity, and it was
at the same time anxious to win over the minority and other
groups in India. It went so far as to say that a territorial
unit could not be kept in the Indian Union if its people did
not wish it. It agreed to accept the scheme of the partition
of India. If the Indian people desire it, it could happen.
But the Congress did not want to encourage it in any way.
The Working Committee of the Congress passed a resolution
on the Cripps proposals. It said that the Congress had been
wedded to Indian freedom and unitya it declared that any
break in that unity was unthinkable. People thought of
greater unity between the States, This was more true in
case of the modern world, when people's minds inevitably
thought in terms of ever larger federations* It was injurious
to all concerned and very difficult to think of. At the same
time the Committee could not think about exercising